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SUBJECT: LEBANESE ATMOSPHERICS. MODERATE CHRISTIAN DESPONDENCY 

1. YESTERDAY I CALLED ON MICHEL KHOURY ONE OF THE 
MARONITE LEADERS THAT ATTENDED THE SEPT 23 MEETING AT 
BKERKE. I HAVE NEVER KNOWN KHOURY TO BE SO DESPONDENT. 

HE SAID PIERRE GEMAYEL REFUSES CATEGORICALLY TO DISCUSS 
ANY MODIFICATION OF THE EXISTING POLITICAL STRUCTURE IN 
THE LEBANON. IN THIS POSITION HE IS SUPPORTED 100 PERCENT 
BY PRESIDENT FRANGIE. FRANGIE AND GEMAYEL. ACCORDING TO 
KHOURY, ARE PREPARED TO FIGHT TO THE LAST CHRISTIAN AND 
TO DESTROY THEIR COUNTRY IN SO DOING. KHOURY IS CONVINCED 
THAT ONLY BY NEGOTIATIONS CAN DISASTER BE AVOIDED. 

2. IN VIEW FOREGOING, KHOURY DISCOUNTS ANY POSSIBILITY 
OF FRANGIE RESIGNING. HE THEREFORE BELIEVES ONLY 
SOLUTION IS COUP D'ETAT. ALTHOUGH HE REPEATED THIS 
SEVERAL TIMES I INTERPRETED IT AS SYMPTOMATIC OF HIS 
DESPONDENCY RATHER THAN A STRONG CONVICTION. 

3. KHOURY IS CONVINCED OF THE BONA FIDES OF SYRIAN 
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VENTION. HE ALSO HAS NOTED LACK OF ISRAELI MILITARY 
ACTION ALONG THE BORDER AND DOES NOT SUPPORT FREQUENTLY 
HEARD THESIS THAT ISRAEL IS DOING WHAT IT CAN TO INCREASE 
LEBANESE INSECURITY. 

4. RE BKERKE MEETING, KHOURY NOTED "RELATIVE MODERATION" 
OF FINAL COMMUNIQUE. KHOURY OPINED THIS RESULTED FROM 
HIS AND RAYMOND EDDE'S PRESENCE, AS WELL POSSIBLY, OF 
CHAMOUN, FOR OTHERWISE HARD-NOSED MARONITES WOULD HAVE 
COME OUT WITH A BLOCKBUSTER. KHOURY NEVERTHELESS AGREED 
THAT PATRIARCH KHURAYSH IS A MODERATE, WISE INDIVIDUAL 
BUT HE UNFORTUNATELY IS STILL "TOO YOUNG" IN THE JOB 

TO CARRY THE WEIGHT HE SHOULD. 

5. WE DISCUSSED A BIT WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING THAT 
LEBANON'S FRIENDS MIGHT DO AT THIS TIME TO HELP. HE 
INQUIRED WHETHER IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE FOR USG TO 
DEAL WITH PLO AND TO ACHIEVE SOME EARLY PROGRESS 

IN SYRO-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS ON GOLANS. WHEN I 
EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM ON BOTH THESE POINTS, HE EXPRESSED 
NO SURPRISE AND ONLY MILD DISAPPOINTMENT. 

6. WHILE FOREGOING OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS, ATMOSPHERICS 
SYMPTOMATIC OF MANY THOUGHTFUL CHRISTIANS AND WE HAVE 
HEARD SIMILAR VIEWS EXPRESSED BY OTHERS. 

GODLEY 
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